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Although placebos have served as invaluable controls in randomized clinical
trials, the use of therapeutic placebos remains a fringe idea. In this talk, we
will examine some astounding results from recent placebo research and how
they upend core philosophical assumptions in medicine. How should medicine
respond, for instance, if the benefits of a treatment turn out to be entirely
placebogenic? 

The lessons from placebo research teach us a great deal about our
physiology, what counts as evidence for therapeutic effectiveness, and the
goals of care.
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